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The project on the legal study and analysis of human trafficking in
the countries on the East-West and North -South economic corridor

Assoc Prof. Dr. Lawan Thanadsiltapakul*i Assoc Prof. Viman Kritpolviman*
Assist Prof. Dr. Jaturong Boonyarattanasoontoon  Assist Prof. Dr. Chukeat Noichim
Assist Prof. Chananphon Boonkerdsap  Arisara Lekkham

Abstract

The research aims to study and analyze the human trafficking problem. Studying the
laws and regulations of various countries in the East-West, North-South Economic Corridor to
know the existing laws of the studied countries, what are the substantive and procedural laws
of each country? How to enforce the laws, and what are the problems of law enforcement in
practice of these countries? The study in this research was carried out at the level of
domestic law and international law, studying the treaties on the prevention and suppression
of human trafficking at the international and regional level. The fundamental causes of
human trafficking are the social, economic and political problems, particularly the lack of the
effective law enforcement. The results of the study showed that the legal issues of each
country have some common characteristics. They are the problems of the Interpretation,
scope of definition of "Human Trafficking" because in different societies may have different
traits of human trafficking. Lawsuit against the perpetrator, the problem of the separation of
victims from being an offender, protection of witness, lack of expertise of the staffs, law
enforcement agency may be overlapping, or in some circumstances there is a vacuum to
enforce the laws, and corruption of related officers. To solve the problems, at the regional
level, there is no treaty or regional code on the prevention and suppression of human
trafficking. There are no regional standards for assessing law enforcement at the ASEAN level.
Internationally level, there are problems of enforcing the treaty or the lack of efficient
application of the obligation under the treaty. Most of them are just lip-services, the parties to
the treaty make no concrete regulatory action and action plan for implementation of the law.
The assessment of the suppression of human trafficking has also influenced by the political
involvement. For solutions at the national level, the Codification of the Prevention and
Suppression of Human Trafficking by combining the substantive laws and procedural law in
the same code will be needed, it will be divided into the part of substantive law and the
other part dealing with the procedural law to be more appropriate to the specific nature of
the human trafficking case. Training the related staffs of the competent authority, providing
sufficient budget, protection of Victims and Witnesses. At the regional level, there should be a
treaty on cooperation in prevention and suppression of human trafficking. It should also set
the ASEAN standard for performance appraisal, establish clear legal framework and definition
of scope for human trafficking.

Keywords: human trafficking/ North-South, East-West Economic Corridor/ Problem of
Enforcement on Human trafficking case
*School of Law, Sukhothai Thammathirat Open University, *Head of the Research Project

*Faculty of Social science, Huachiew chalermprakiet University, Researcher
*** School of Law, Mae fah Luang University, Researcher
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